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Moſt difficult DUTY 
made Ealy : 


Or, Diff@ions fo bring our 


Hearts to Forgive our Enemies; 


—_— — 


By D. B. Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


The ſtii&t Pretept of Loving, and Bleſſing; 
and Praying for Enemies, 1s more clear- 
P perceptive > and ſo, more indiſpettſa- 
ly obligatory to 4 Chriſtians; than rocr 

it was to the Feivs before. 
Dr.H.Hammond Serm. 02 Luke 9.55. 


What Chriſtian ſoever can indulge himſelf | 


the enjoyment of that helliſh Senſuality of 
Revenge 3 nay, that doth mat pratiiſe the 
high, bict neteſſary Per feftion of overcon:s 
ing Evil with Good, he knows not what 
Spirit be s of, 1d. ibid. 
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London, Printed for Andrew Bell and Fones Lintley 
atthe Peſtle and Mortar, ovet againſt the Horſe - 
ſhoe-Tavern in Chanctry-Lant. 1694; 
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S. Woodford, in Paraph. PF. 35. 
Alſe Witneſſes did up againſt me 


riſe, 
With charge of Crimes I never knew : 
My good Deeds anſwer'd with Indigni- 
tres, | 
And to the Death my Soul did cloſe 
urſue. 
Thoſe for whoſe Griefs T truly moury'd,, 
And pray'd for, fick, tho on my ſelf the 
Pray'rs return'd. | 
For my beſt Friend I could have done no 
more, 
Not more, had he my Brother been ; 
I did as heartily his Loſs deplore, 
As if I then my Mother's Grave had 
een. 
Tho { my Troubles they rejoice, 
And all my Griefs outbrave with their 
inſulting Voice. 
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The to Ia Duty made Eat: $ 
Q R, 


The Queſtion Reſolved, "How we 
may bring. our Hearti, Þ. give 
Our Enenyes * 8: - 17s | 


HE Law, of Kind ew! 
Repealed agh 008, us. Giving, 
Love, 1nd Þ both 
are Exiles, ba orgiving, out of 
our * Chriſtendom.” "Their Cantraries da. 
every where reign and tyrannize.. 
Birterneſs and Wrath fill every Place z 
and there's nothing hid from the Heat 
thereof. No; mor i there any Speech- 
or Languages wherein their Vaice © nos 
heard. very Man is a Rebqboam, 
and anſwers Roughly ; Nabal is a com-. 
mon Name to all, The very - Poor 


do diſuſe Intreatits. There's no Voice, 
A 4 but 


8 The moſt difficult Duty 


but is turned to Clamour ; Railing is 
our Rhetorick, Brawling our Eloquence. 
What Tongue is not a Sword? Whoſe 
Lips be not Spears, in our Militant 
State? There's zo Strife in Hee: 
ven ; andrhere is little befide upon this 
Earth. 


Nor can ever Grapes be expected 
from Thorys, or Fjzs trom Thiſtles. 1 
am not going to Pruxze them, and Dig 
about them, with ſuch''#n ExpeQta- 
tion, Wickedneſs will proceed from the 
Wicked; and. wwuſt ſo do. But Vaxes 
there be, that would yield better Fruit, 
if we could take the Foxes, the /it- 
tle Foxes that ſpoil them, Good Mex 
have an Tnternal Treaſwe, whence 
a might bring forth good. Things ; 
and with eaſe enough, were but the. 


Thieves that break in and ſteal, expel- 
led. Theſe Brazches (broke off the. 
Tree whereon they grew ; the: Ser-, 


mon, in which they were born ) as 
deſigned for Rods, ty. whip tho 

thieviſh Bizers and Sellers out of the 
ſaid Temples, Ill Men. are. Dunghtls.; 


and 


—— 


and Good Ones are Temples ; in Chri- 
ſtien Divinity and very Pagan, they 
are 10. 


But ſcarcely ſhall T Forgive my 
ſelf, if T walte 'my Time 1n' Com- 
plaints : Or in telling what I deſign to 
do, otherwiſe than by doing it. 
Wherefore (being 98 mewrzs igenaitew, 
&c.,) aAſhort Paragreph ſhall uſher- in 
my twenty four Diretions. 


By Forgiving Enemies, I mean, 
Turning from Endeavour and''from 
Deſire to do them Hurt, unto Rea- 
dineſs to do them Good, as Op- 
portanity ſerves. Unto which we 
are obliged, whether our Pardon be 
craved or no. \ A Max is fill to 
be loved as a Zan, and a Kjnſman 
as & Ajnſman; Penitent or Impeni- 
teat, I do not by Forgiving there 
iatend, ſo much as. Reftoring them into 
former Eſteem and Intimacy, No faith- 
ful Cbarch will ſo reſtore any ſcendg- 
lows. Member ; nor-any. wiſe Max, fo 
reſtore an 7»juriow Offender, before > 

tos 


ro The moft difficult Duty 


thorough : Repentance credibly pro- 
feſſed. © Honour, and Love of this ſors 
depend on Mens Innocence and Repen- 
tance, Now, 


Unto the firſ# kind of Forgiving, an 


untoward Heart ſeems calily brought,. 


by telling it ſelf as follows. Twelve 
Particulars concerning the Daty it 
ſelf, and Tmelve more concerning the 
Perſon on whom it is incumbent, 


Concerning the Duty,. ſeriouſly tell 
thyſelf to this EffeQ. 2a" 


1. It my Duty. ' Therefore T will 


Forgive, If it be not a Duty, where. 


is God's Authority ? He Commands 
it, If it be not zy Duty, I muſt not 
he God's Subjet. For his Law binds 
all his Subjets. If I do not Forgive 


my Enemy, I deny my God, But, 


How can I do this Evil? Gen. 39.9. 
2. tswmy DIFFICULT Duty. 


Therefore I will induſtriouſly Forgive. 


Not with a Forgiveneſs that ſhall coſt 
me 


made Eaſy. 11 


me nothing, I will i» 0.tothe Expenceof 
much Pains for it. Lhough Iam glued to 
y Wrath, I will zear my ſelf _trom it: 
Abd with Bk, Cries pray Almighti- 
neſs to. bring me: to brotherly: Kyjnaneſs. 


| vl in Duty, is: never loſt... That 


ich 6 ;1t moſt, _requiteth it 

erefore, - My Heart ſhall, flis 

"ind, ſhall make me- willing, 

Ag nd, aus ot. fo. ap 35 
BIGin 


3. It is wy 'E | 2DITABLE. Duty. 
Therefore I will. Forgive without. grudg- 
ing. What more Equal ? If God wall 
Benenge y Injurer, What. negd I 

wiſh him Evil.? It God will Reward 
me, bk juſt is.it,that I obey bis Com- 
mand, and render an evil Man. Good 
for Evil ? If others |be bound to. for- 

3 a, - righteouſly I am bound » 
orgi ive t hem, *Tis a plate. Caſe; I 
am in Bedlam as long as I amin a vin- 
adiftive Paſſios... Return O m ba rag 
and let me do my moſt rea able Ser- 
Piet, Rog, 12, I, 


4 1 
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MAN DING. Therefore or very ſhe 
I will Forgive. Alas, 1 charge. my 
Children to. forgive © each orher*s 
W rongs ; 
right them. -Do T look that my Worm- 
ip ſhouſd be obſerved more than, 
Creator's Godheed'? Or; Dream o hat 
my:Power is more Soveraigh yep 97 
Babes;*than his over 'me'and tny 
ſons? With what Face can Retr 
it, Thou that preacheſt_ and companaeſt 
a Man, ſhould not hate Dis Fnniies,"doſ 
thou hate thine ? Roth. 2. '2r, | 


5. Its x Dery nb 6 LORTODS 
Therefore T1 will ambitiouſly Forgive. 
Wheteirn is God himſelf more Glori. 
ous, than in letting go. his Anp et ? 
Who i « God like unto thee, Fong #10 
doneth''Iniquity ? Mich. 7. 18. bs 
thiok i 52»0ble to digeſt Tujary. 
be it ever my Mott, what t 


18 wiſe 


Man- -Writes ; J It & the Glory 0 4 Mat an 
| 70 padſt"over a TVanſyeon, mY 19. 
11, To Forgive a mmaticious Wrong, 


is to put on a very glorious Crown. 
6. It 


- and (Hl! leave it to tris tb © 


_ made Buſy. Fug 
64:18 is my BENEFICIAL Duty. 
Therefore I will aquetouſly Forgive. More 


is got by true Forging one Treſpaſs, 
than by Receiving many 4 Kjnaneſs. 


|" Are the King's Dominjions worth. an 


Evidegee for Heaven ? Forgiving-an 
Igfary is a goed Evidence ; it is fo, 
if Chriſt's be a good Authority. 'F 
you fargive Men their. Treſpaſſes, | your 
Heavenly Father will forgive you,, Mar. 
6. k4+ O- my Soul, have a reſpe&:to 
this Recompence of Reward. 


7. It s my FREQUENT Day. 
ofe 1 will Forgiue, of deſire. to 
ltern to'Forgive. Imurics be not rare, 
as'Thender ; but common as Diy-lighr. 
And they muſt be Remntted, or: God: 
muſt be Denied. ' 'E: had need kearm 
therefore very perfei#ly, what T'am to 
do.daily. But (& pwar9owomer midiv mow 
Sms; pur Ittropevy what we would'learn 
to: do, by doing it: we: muſt” learn,” TI 
will Forgive, to. periett, me! in For- 
giving; as Children write, to: per- 
fect them in Writing. I will abound 
in' thi Work of the Lord, that 1 may 


get 


14 The moſt diffiealt: Duty 

et "from ſfivength-_ to ftrenpth in it; 
Pal 84:7. God rewards. Grace with 
Grace; :P/al. 119. 55, 56. | 


8. It # my VOWED Duty. Therefore 
T will: Forgive in the dread of Perjury; 
ConſtruQtively, was I ſworn-in 'my 
holy Baptiſm; and: fo: have I been at 
the: Holy Supper, full-often;. to Forgive. 
my Treſpaſſers.. ' Wherefore, Having 
Vaowed.untd God, I will not delay to. pay- 


- 


#t, Ecclel. 5. 4: 


9. It is my CONSOLATIVE. Day. 
Therefore I will, for Comfort's ſake," Foy. 
gfve." Never, never, gever;: do\God: 
above, Men: below, and Confrierice : 
within, ſpeak morekindly, rhanivher: 
we..do' Forgive nioſt .etninehitly; ': Tf: 
evet, :then it's {aid\ -as unto bra. - 
ham, Now I knbw:thod feareſt*\God;- 
Gen. 22, 12: - Ordinarily: more-ſenft-- 
bte Comfort 15 given in the -Reniiffion 
of one Injury, than in hearing of fe-- 


ven Sermons. # 


6 CIALS 14 | 
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" made 'Eaſy: i5 
(AG. It is my, DEFENSIVE, Duty? 
Therefore L will Forgive, were it but to 
ſilence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men. By 
this Duty, I ſingularly Convince pro« 
fane Men, that I am aQted by a Spirit 
much better than theirs. This Good 
overcomes their Evil, quencheth their. 
Wildfires; and ſometimes extorteth 
their Praiſe of Religion. - Speak Ex- 
perience ! This Wiſdom is a great De- 
fence, Ecclel. 7. 12. 


it. I is my. FAITH-EXERCT- 
SING Duty. Therefore I will Porgive, 
to Keep my Faith in Aition. Faith's ex- 
erciſe, is Faith's encreaſe. And to good 
purpole is it exerciſed in Forgiving. 
A Duty, we can do nothing of, till 
Faith come and ſhows us ; that, what- 
ever the Wrong be that's done us, it 
was ordered by God's Providence ; and 
we ſhall be benefited by it through his 
Grace. A Duty, then indeed eaſy. 
David can then bear Shime?'s Curling, 
when Faich ſays; that -Ggd- bid: him; 
And we, as. he, uſe to be Dumb and 
Calm, when Faith faith of a birrer. 

| Event, 


16 The moſt diſficalt Duty 


Event, God did it. Then we can tell 


our Enemies, as Joſeph his Brethren ; 


It was not you that VVronged ms. Gen. 


45. 8. 


12. It s but my MOMENT ANY Du- 
ty. Therefore 1 will thankfully Forgive. 
Whar, can I not have Patience, one 
ſhort Vapor's contimyance ! My Life's 
nolonger in the Tre{peſſing World. And 
in Heaven, there will be no Wrongs 
done me. TI ſhall love my ſelf, no bet- 
ter than every one wilt Love me there. 


At the Judgment Day, it my Treſpaſ- 


ſers Repent nov before, i will be my 
Duty and Privilege to laugh at their 
Calamity, and mock when their Fear 
comes. It is certain, The Saints ſhall 
Fade the World, 1 Cor. 6. 2. 


Concerning thy ſelf, ſpeak on to 
 rhis purpoſe. | 


I. Thouſands aud ten Thouſands of 
God's. Pardons have I needed, and dail 
weed. Therefore T will Forgive. Mul- 
tiplied Pardons hold me out of Hell; 
£0 
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b | ore 
7 #31 Forgrve.” "O wy Soul,\ Take zo 
Bet unto all word? rhat ate fem. For, 

oftentimes rhikt'dwn Heart knoweth, had 


thoy thy fef hf Curſed others. EctleC. 


T- 27, 22.. 


3: Theve mil; duet with BUM 
ber, W ronged my own Soul.” Therefore 1 
##ll Forgive.” No Man, no Devil, hah 
had the Power, /o much to injure me, 
as I have my fclf, injured ſelf. 
And what can I ove an injurtom (of, 
and not an iyjuFions Neightaus ? There 
be thouſands of Morives to for = the 


- wort Enemies, in'that 6ne Text, He 


that Slaneth, wrongeth hit bog Stu 
Prov-8.46. 
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ns, noo 
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come 3 <me,[in ge 
nouncigg God, cnra 
dering 60 own Sol! Lhe IS 
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Ke Ant 
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forgiving. Wrath]... lef.. 4. give; place 
Pa entertainment] tothe Devil, &£ 
| 27: + W hat then, ſhall L 4 
925 uage of. Practice, .. will, yt 
be like God, I will be like the Dewi? 


God forbid. 
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Anger. Vainly I bo Boy, nees, 4 
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ET 2 Tode I Ling of [No:por. 
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yak "WETIE,: Fo RA. Oy 
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16 The mf fat Puty 
PLE: $00 Pha will admit 'to the 


Wreh that Hath nothing 
ating? the'Holy Spirit? AS” long 
as " am Uareganciled to Men, Tam 
excommunicated "from the gracious 
Prefence of God. -- But forbid, good 
God, that irfhould he ſaid of my Per- 
ſon, Purge out chat” old (ſapr) Leavep, 
that ye may be 4 nep Lamp,” (a Holy So- 
dey) 1 Cor. 5. 7- 


"= $7 at hebh ate rothis the Word 
? Go with hope of Profit, "if" I do not 


ive: Therefore 1 will Forghye.” Wo 


is me,! F capifo look to have God to be 
my Ep, if his. Word be not fiir Pom- 


e# t0 Wy 


i ewe &'vp t likely to'fave'any 
Soul, fave ſk do receive it with 


Meekneſs. That is, with an humble 
i ive frame of S oke 4m.1. 21; 


&te TN Miebs fi ba God 
mh yo Here ſte iny Steb- 
fs Any oy Topledln "faith, 


= md of f Praftich, 
i he. will 2 hone but Fg 


«, \ hert, I will be none" of his Sthotars / 


whike 


4}i0#4. But, for pught'T 
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while I am ſo Croſs, I am plainly un- 
der God's Curſe. 'Busddnor Submit 
to. my God, if. I-d0:\ndt\Ramit "alt. 
whorn he commands me," \ TEENY 


79 1 ſhall nat bet ham eo rhe Cer 
41 and Many. if 
was ore re ae? will hirinn 


pon Earth to be 1b 11} Com» 
'£15; ny 7 as of Curſes there» 
re 7" by good|Company, 
But. what .&.word is that,. Makerind 
frientp with as ANGRY Mans.{t 
vitg one;) and with 4 F'U- 
#how ſhalt wat: go, [rhoy 
ſhalt not Converſe: with: ion ;] Left 
thou learn bis Ways, aud git « Snare to 
thy Souls Prov. 22. 24,290 / What xt+ 
mains then, but that I'tofſolve to for 
give every yz Of Live without oze 
Friend } | For till I do; forgive, God, 
Angels and Saints turn ffom:me.. And 
I have only the Devilj and-his i Mei 
and Angels for my Company. Well 
if it were but for the _cotnpany of 
God's Servatits, I would put up a 


INI, Tp 
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be 7M Ne: 4-3 why ie Fm 
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 Fweex: Love! FE art thou fled? 
rn,.r ou bleſſed of the Lord, 
return 'rerurn, Figs Uus+ | Fhus the: 
paſte, r( Cor. FH. © umrbt 
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